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When I’m Awake (or not awake)
Welcome to the show “Ultimate Philosopher Debates” with your host, Ryan Archuleta.  

Archuleta: What a show we have for you today!  This discussion is going to be over the controversial idea of dreams. And joining us for the battle today are three philosophers, very strong on their positions and noted for their excellence.  The first is Dr. George W. Bush; he graduated from the University of Southern California with a doctorate in philosophy and now teaches philosophy at Princeton.  Our second debater today is Dr. William S. Cohen; he graduated from Yale as a doctor of philosophy and now is a teacher of philosophy at Colorado State University.  Our final debater is Dr. Michael E. Ryan; he graduated from Harvard as a doctor in philosophy and is currently at Arizona State University teaching philosophy.  Now, let’s begin the debate.  Dr. Bush will you please start the discussion for us?”  

Dr. Bush: “Thank you, Mr. Archuleta.  To begin with, I graduated from Princeton with a doctorate in philosophy and teach at the University of Southern California.”
Dr. Ryan: “Wow, he’s full of himself.”

Dr. Bush: “As I was saying, the dream subject has been discussed by philosophers dating back to Socrates.  A widely accepted opinion for the reality and unreality of dreams is that the dream is really an alternate world that allows people to see into theirs and other people’s futures.  Let us examine this dream scenario, for instance: 
You are driving in your most awesome car, and the next thing you know, you are not driving but just sitting in a junky old car parked next to others like it.  You look around and then notice the enormous monster truck coming your way.  Shear terror encompasses you, wrapping your mind like a blanket.  You try to escape, but it is no use, so you sit there anticipating the truck coming to crush you.  But as it gets within millimeters of crunching your car, time slows down until it seems to stand still.  You are eternally frightened with the truck ever so slowly crushing you over a million lifetimes and you can’t do anything about it.  Then you wake up.
Many people’s dreams are like this.” 
Dr. Cohen: “Not my dreams.”
Dr. Bush: “In general, people’s dreams are either horrible or wonderful.  Many people dream of falling infinitely and never hitting the ground, or being eternally tormented as described in my monster truck situation.  This is all just a way of your subconscious saying that you have been acting in a demonic manner, and are on the path to eternal damnation in hell.”
Dr. Cohen: “This idea is terribly far fetched, especially to any of you non philosophers out there.”  
Dr. Ryan: “I would have to agree.”
Dr. Cohen: “A much more believable theory is that we are all really asleep in a different world right now, and all of this we are seeing is just the dream.  This idea is very much like the recent trilogy of movies, ‘The Matrix’.  This makes more sense for many reasons.  Such as when you go to sleep and dream, do you actually know that you are in a dream?  You don’t, do you?  Now assume that the world we think we are in is really this long dream which you haven’t woken up from yet.”  
Dr. Bush: “As unreal theory as a dream.”

Dr. Cohen: “What I was saying is that just like everything that happens in your dreams is imagined, so could all of these experiences.  ‘Have you ever had a dream, Neo, that you were so sure was real?  What if you were unable to wake from that dream?  How would you know the difference between the dream world and the real world?’  This line is from the movie ‘The Matrix’, said by Morpheus to Neo who...” 
Dr. Ryan: “What the hell are you talking about?  You have just watched the Matrix way too many times.  Jeeze, I expected a Yale graduate to come up with some theory of his own!” 
Dr. Bush: “Seriously, grow up and go get a job at McDonald’s.”

Dr. Ryan: “Folks, the most credible and believable theory of any of these so called ‘philosophers’ is mine.  A little of what they said is right, but is restricted to the part that dreams are more than what they seem.  My theory states that everything that we have all been taught, is exactly opposite of the truth.  Everything that you have ever known is 180 degrees different, and we may never know otherwise.”
Dr. Bush: “Woah, sounds trippy!”

Dr. Cohen: “Yeah are you sure you weren’t on acid when you thought of this?”
Dr. Ryan: “No I wasn’t.  Take everything you were taught in life and flip it upside down, inside out and backwards.  Dreams are real, and reality is a dream.  People can fly, and birds can swim.  Water is really lighter than oxygen, and the oceans are actually floating above us in what we think is the sky.  In your alternate world, you might really be doing an infinite amount of pull-ups on a flag pole on the side of a 20,000 story building that bends at 90 degree angles every 20 stories.  Or, you could be sitting in the back of a plane, with the pilot, Launchpad, from the cartoon show Duck tales flying a plane around an island covered in one eyed giants who want to eat you.”  
Dr. Cohen: “20,000 story buildings?  A cartoon?  Giants?  And you thought my idea was crazy!”

Dr. Ryan: “Like I was saying.  These so-called ‘dreams’ might seem weird here, but if what I said were true, then everything here would seem weird instead.  Then your dreams wouldn’t seem so strange after all.  What if your dreams were real, and what seemed like real life was actually the dream.  The strange would be your everyday life and it wouldn’t seem so strange.  Instead of the dream appearing redundant and awkward, everything in this real world would be useless to try and pursue so much in our lives when it really didn’t matter.”  
Dr. Bush:  “Now if I have ever said anything that illogical, I would have shot myself.”
Dr. Cohen: “It wasn’t like yours was any better of a theory.”
Dr. Ryan: “Both of you shut up, neither of you graduated from a decent college.”
Dr. Bush: “And you did?”
Dr. Cohen: “Bush don’t make me come over there.”
Dr. Ryan: “I am going to tear out all of your eyes and puke into your dead skulls...”
Archuleta: “John, get security over here right now!

Was I...  What just...  Did I actually just see that happening?  Maybe I am in a dream.  Three very qualified philosophers getting into a fight over what dreams mean.  Well, I guess that leaves me to state the summary.  Are dreams really just the mind wandering in such a way as to allow the body to rest, or are dreams really something else?  If a dream doesn’t have some hidden meaning, what would be the point of having a dream?  How can anyone know if they are actually awake?  What would you do if everything that was happening right now wasn’t?  What if all of this was just one elaborate hallucination?  You aren’t really sitting in that chair repeating these words in your head right now.  Perhaps like Dr. Ryan’s scenario, you are somewhere else very distant, daydreaming that all of this could be happening.  You wake up to the sound of the water rushing through your gills.  You let yourself float down to where the water blends into air, and fly away into the diamond shaped morning sunset.  Well that is all the time we have left on ‘Ultimate Philosopher Debates.’ Thank you for joining us.  See you next week, same ultimate time, same ultimate channel.”
