Nov. 13, 2007

Posted by ambrcs:

Suspense Central, 11/12 

Suspense Central  met last night to discuss the book Unshapely Things by Mark Del Franco.  It was also a night of uncovering many hidden talents!

 

Unshapely Things by Mark Del Franco was a fun mix of noir mystery, magic, myth and reality.  It had a vague feel of Jim Butcher, Simon R. Green or early Laurell K. Hamilton's Anita Blake stories, but made the genre its own.  Almost everyone had read the book, and all who had, thoroughly enjoyed it.  The follow-up book, Unquiet Dreams, is eagerly anticipated by this group.

 

The story in Unshapely Things,  Del Franco's debut novel, focuses on the character Connor Grey, a Druid.  Connor is a former agent of the fey-run Guild, lives in the Weird (an area in Boston inhabited by the "fey"), and met with an accident while on a previous investigation and has lost nearly all of his powers.  How does the Guild thank him?  They boot him out!  In this story, elves, flits, trolls and the like, live among us.  The Weird is a huge tourist attraction.  But something isn't right in the Weird, in fact, it's very wrong.  Fairy prostitutes are turning up dead.  Boston Police Detective Lieutenant Murdock calls Connor in to help him with the case.  A vicious killer who leaves a single stone as a calling card—and his victims with gaping holes where their hearts used to be - must be stopped before the next moon or the body count will rise. 

 

As Connor and Murdock follow clues, you follow with them.  You're trying to solve the crime before Connor does!  There are times when I found myself thinking, "why doesn't Connor see that?!"  Del Franco does a great job of working in characters, giving them an identity/personality, and running with it.  Del Franco also worked in a lot of history of magic, lore and myth without you realizing you were being taught something.  The story has an intriguing cast of characters.  You care and become wrapped up in them.  Stinkwort, aka "call me Joe", was a particular favorite of the readers.  He's a flit (kind of like a slightly bigger version of Tinkerbell) and friend of Connor's.  

 

This urban fantasy isn't a retread.  It is original and provides many twists.  One thing we agreed on was how you kept thinking you knew for sure who the killer was only to be thwarted yet again!  Highly recommended!

 

Now for the hidden talents.  It was discovered that Gene is quite the dramatic reader, complete with accents.  His reading of a scene in the book was great.  He not only read the part of Connor, but the uppity Bostonian receptionist - with the Boston accent - dead-on Boston accent.  He even nailed her boredom and disdain.  Taras felt the use of "fairy folk" would be challenged and felt "Fey Americans" was much more politically correct - who knew, Taras (rockin' a tie so he wouldn't forget how to tie one) for Governor.  We left the bookstore at 10pm because we had to - they were closing.  Off to the Suburban we went.

 

At the diner, Todd regaled us with a one-man play, "Grandpappy."    So many talents -   Gene the orator, Taras the PC Politician, Todd the thespian.  Chris ordered home fries that he shared.  You had to be there to see Taras asking "may I have a potato" before he took each and every home-fry!  Aurelia's Mormon story had us on the floor.  Deena's fainting Marie Osmond took the prize though - "I forgot to breath" as she flops out of the chair.  Suspense Central - highly recommended!  In fact, join us next month, at Panera's on Rt. 4, for Poltergeist by Kat Richardson.  If you haven't read it, come out anyway for the food (just don't tell Aurelia).

Re: [SFSNNJ] Suspense Central, 11/12 (posted by Aubrey Ward III <snippa78@...> :
Wow! Great write up. I felt like I was there (tee hee).

 

Yes, I must second the motions on Taras' tie and Gene's narration.

 

Mr. Taras was working the runway last night. I still say he was on a hot date. Or at last strutting around the mall making all the girls go "gah-gah". Last night, no one's "milkshake" was better than Mr. Taras.

 

And Gene well reads does he. I was riveted the entire time and y'all know that unless it's bright and blinking I'm on the train to snoozeville. Unfortunately, Gene, that means we're gonna be calling on you to share in front of the class more often. 

 

As for the book, I too enjoyed it. The stories were nice but the characters made it a real treat. Connor's battle with his power blockage. The fiesty Meryl helping Connor investigate the Guild through the backdoor. The crafty Keeva and her constant flip-flopping as Connor's ally and rival. And Briallen.......wow.....Briallen......hotter than July. 

 

Can't wait for the sequel. 

Posted by Taras twolansky@...:

Re: [SFSNNJ] Suspense Central, 11/12 

That's "Fae Americans". Also: "Even Firster Nations".

P.S.: I was wearing an American flag tie in honor of Veterans Day.

Posted by Aubrey Ward III snippa78@...:

Re: [SFSNNJ] Suspense Central, 11/12 

Well, it was a chic "Veteran's Day" tie that made you're ensemble wicked fierce (translation: really good). It'll be the talk of November. That'll be the topic: What is Taras wearing? 

 

Great. Now I have to go find me some patriotic ties so I don't look like yesterday's Prada. To the mall!!

