Dear Friend of The Sky Remains
During the Second World War, as a member of The British Interplanetary Society I was involved in the development of certain fantastic ideas concerning artificial satellites, which could be launched into permanent orbit in the Earth’s atmosphere.  We dreamed at that time of what great benefits these satellites could mean to the whole world in peacetime.  In the sixty-odd years that have passed since then, our dreams of what satellites could mean to the world have not only been met but also greatly surpassed, spreading information around the globe and enabling communication between each and everyone of us.  Yet this utopian picture is not without its caveat, our image of a bright new world of permanent, uninterrupted, democratic communication, which we so take for granted and yet are largely ignorant of, is not without its dark side.
It has been obvious since the 1940s, when we began to dream of futuristic peacetime communication, that any satellite (of which there are currently hundreds orbiting the Earth) will ultimately always be under Government and Military control.  In light of this, it is an amazing testament to the dedication and vision of a particular group of amateur enthusiasts, that there are orbiting the Earth today at least forty satellites developed and controlled by amateurs. That’s right, amateur satellites that relay data, images and voices outside of all usual channels.  Who are these people and how may all of you make use of these democratic methods of communication?  Well, I’m not at liberty to tell you but you can discover them for yourselves easily enough.  More to the point, what I want to say is that beyond this group is another more mysterious group.  In fact this is not so much a group as a movement; it is called The Sky Remains.  I am privileged and honoured to say that I am one of the founders of this movement.  Why? Well now we come to my reason for scattering and hiding my messages to you in the way that I have.

You see, should disaster strike, let’s say a hurricane or flood and all normal communications on the ground such as telephone and television are interrupted, the amateur satellite allows civilian communication to carry-on. It’s a lifesaver. It’s also out of military control.  But why should we worry about that? In the event of a natural disaster everyone pulls together. But what would happen in some other form of crisis, let us say in the event of another world war? The military and government would assume control of all satellites, including the amateur ones.  But of course, you say, that’s only conjecture; there will be not such war.  My dear friends, and this is the hardest part of my story to convey to you convincingly, no doubt you will wonder about my sanity when I tell you this, as you rightly should if you are the rational being I am counting on you to be:  I have strong reason to believe that there will indeed be such a war and we in the West will need to fight to regain our use of satellite communication, not from a ‘foreign’ enemy but from our own Government and Military.  This will happen in thirty years from now.  How do I know this?   I have not been over-indulging in the local Sri Lankan herbal remedies, I have evidence.  Evidence which at first seems incredible but which I now believe to be real, powerful evidence of actual future events to come which will plunge all your lives into utter chaos (mine will be over very soon).
This first piece of evidence came to me by accident, or so it seemed at the time, in 1943.  Subsequent pieces have come to me at regular five-year intervals and then increasing in the last two years.  I have necessarily secreted these pieces of evidence where ever I could around the world.  So, if you are reading this, then you have discovered one of my hiding places either all by yourself or by working together with others. Either way I welcome you to The Sky Remains.  Since the communications I received are from the future they act as a broken mirror held up to our selves and so I’m calling the separate pieces ‘shards’. If you piece together all the shards you will have a complete image of my evidence and of your own possible future. I say possible future because it seems we have a choice, there are alternative outcomes, it is not too late! The shocking picture the evidence makes is not only one of the greedy control of human scientific endeavour by the few it is also a powerfully positive image of further scientific discoveries yet to come, which will allow for human communication to develop further than ever before – but we must be strong and work together, all of us, to achieve it.  Let us hope that we can learn to use it responsibly, giving the gift of infinite and equal communication for every person on Earth.
Harry Skinnery, Sri Lanka, 2008

