Conference Begins

(Lots of Hellos, etc.)

(Willingham) Everybody should be able to hear me now…

(Lots of Hellos, etc.)

(Willingham) Alright, I’d, I’d like to welcome everyone to the Aglaura, New Jersey telephone press conference and the subject of Aglaura councilman, Mr. Dale Sprague and the circumstances surrounding his temporary absence from the Aglaura Borough council.

(Willingham) My name is J. Douglas Willingham. I’m the attorney for the Borough and I’ll be facilitating this press conference. The honorable Pat J. Dobbs, Mayor of Aglaura, and I will be fielding your questions during the conference. Just so everyone is aware, this press conference is being recorded by our telephone system for archival and legal purposes and participants hereby grant their consent to be recorded by participating in this conference call.

(Willingham) I’ll begin by reading off your names, uh, of the call-ins, uh, participants who will be asking the questions, uh, and I’ll be doing it in the order that you’ll be asking your questions. As I read your name, please acknowledge your presence by saying Hello. Umm… First question will be from Dr. Faust, are you there? 

(Faust) Hello? 

(Willingham) OK, the second question will be from Alexius Pendragon. 

(Pendragon) Hello. 

(Willingham) OK, the third question will come from Colonel Fitz. 

(Fitz) Hello. 

(Willingham) OK, the fourth question will be from, uh, Ella Mentry. 

(Mentry) Hello. 

(Willingham) Fifth question will be from Shawn Leonard. 

(Leonard) Hello. 

(Willingham) The sixth question will be from Sally Cook. 

(Cook) Hello. 

(Willingham) And the seventh question will be from Donna Edwards. 

(Edwards) Hello.

(Willingham) Okay, umm…that will be the order that we do, uh, the questions in. Due to time and budgetary constraints, each caller will be only allowed one question. Please limit your questions to the subject matter as stated in our announcement which is the discussion of facts as they are known to us at the time and the impact of these events on the functioning of Aglaura. Questions deemed to be irrelevant to the subject matter will not be allowed. After I complete this roll call, which I just did, I will turn over the floor to Mayor Dobbs who will make a brief statement. OK Mayor Dobbs, are you ready?

(Dobbs) Oh yeah, I’m very ready. Thank you. 

(Willingham) OK

(Dobbs) Yeah, thank you ladies and gentlemen. I’m sorry that we won’t be able to entertain too many questions today but, it is my mother’s birthday and, uh, we’re planning on going out for dinner and everything. I hope you all understand. Umm, well, I’d like to say good afternoon to you, uh, dear ladies and gentlemen of the press and concerned citizens. For those of you who don’t know me, I am Mayor Pat Dobbs, and I’d just like to say it’s a pleasure welcoming you into our world for a brief time. I only wish it were under better circumstances, you know, everyone knows how deeply we’re all concerned at these terrible, terrible events, why. Umm…we’re a family here, we take care of one another in our little town, and, uh, Dale’s loss was our loss and our whole community is still trying to recover. Umm…the Aglaura Council is completely understanding and supportive of Dale’s needs for a period of rest and recuperation and we have no intention of seeking a replacement, temporary or otherwise for Mr. Sprague. We have no doubt he will return to us soon and will resume his rightful spot as a fully functional member of our guiding body. Now, I know you guys are concerned about what happened. Here are the facts as we know them. 

(Dobbs) Mr. Dale Sprague and his wife, Diana, and his daughter, Meaghan, were in an automobile accident on Friday, February 14th at approximately 4:30pm while traveling on Buddtown Road. That’s New Jersey Route 642, for those of you in the area, just a few miles outside of Aglaura, here. Umm….Pemberton Township emergency personnel, they responded to the multi-vehicle collision very, very quickly, but unfortunately, they found the two vehicles already ablaze. Uh, after extinguishing the fires, which took a little time, rescue personnel found the bodies of Diana Sprague and her daughter, Meaghan, in the Sprague family vehicle. *Technical Difficulties occur* 

(Lots of Hellos, etc)

(Willingham) OK, keep going.

(Dobbs) Sorry about that we’re having a little glitch here. 

(Willingham) That a little *????* I think

(Dobbs) Uh….*chuckle* Ummm…I don’t know what the last thing I said was, uh. After extinguishing the fires they found Diana and his daughter, and, uh, her daughter, uh, dead from the collision and the fire, and as far as I know we don’t which killed them first. Uh, Mr. Sprague was found shortly thereafter in the median of the highway where he had apparently been thrown from the vehicle and, uh, was overlooked during the first confusion at the scene. Uh, the driver of the other vehicle was also killed and has yet to be positively identified. The body was charred beyond recognition and no identifying papers or records have been found. Uh, also, uh, no one has come forth to claim the body. Umm…the vehicle itself, uh, was a state body truck and found to be both unregistered and unlicensed. The, uh, New Jersey state police are currently investigating the incident and have yet to issue any further reports or file any charges against any parties in this matter. Uh, Mr. Sprague is recovering nicely and he is currently seeking grieve counseling at a facility in the nearby Princeton, NJ. He’s in very, very good hands and his friends and relatives have spared no expense in providing him with the finest treatment and help available. Uh, due to family requests, however, we will not provide any further details on his current location or his expected date of return. I, uh, now turn the floor over to you guys to ask your questions. 

(Willingham) OK, this is Doug Willingham again, uh, and I’ll turn the floor over to Dr. Faust for the first question. 

(Faust) Umm, OK, what were the events leading up to the accident involving Mr. Sprague and his family, uh, including their visit to a nearby amusement park and what if any abnormal circumstances surrounded this accident?

(Dobbs) Umm…I really am not entirely sure about all the details leading up to it. I hadn’t speaken, I hadn’t spoken to Dale personally, so, uh, those facts I would say you’d have to contact the police if they have any further information. 

(Faust) OK

(Dobbs) Umm…as far as other, uh, what was your, uh, what was the second half of your question?

(Faust) Umm…what if any abnormal circumstances surrounded this accident and you had said that the, uh, the other truck was like, unlicensed. Was there anything else that was sort of abnormal like that?

(Dobbs) Well, I couldn’t answer anything else about the truck but, umm, as far as things I consider unusual, umm…Dale being unhurt after being thrown from the vehicle in such a violent accident and with the fire and all the things on the road. To me that was absolutely miraculous. Umm…uh, that’s about all I know on that, now, uh, I think it was also, uh, kind of unusual that there were numerous bystanders that happened upon the scene, uh, only moments after it occurred, but we have no confirmed eye witnesses of the matter. Umm…I would like to say there was an indication of a third vehicle, also, uh, possibly some form of a delivery or construction truck, umm, but we’ve been impossible, it has been impossible to follow up on that due to lack of witnesses and that the fact that the, uh, the accident and the discrepancies between the reports of the various vehicles from the bystanders, uh, have made it very difficult to follow up on.

(Faust) OK, thanks.

(Dobbs) OK?

(Faust) mmhmm…thank you.

(Willingham) OK, we’ll move on to the second question from Alexius Pendragon, please. 

(Pendragon) Uh, yes, I was actually going to, uh, umm…I wanted to ask a little bit about Dale and his business practices. I had heard he’d, uh, fallen in with some less than reputable characters in town.

(Dobbs) Ummm…I’m really not sure I can answer that question, Doug do you have anything further you can say on that?

(Willingham) Yeah, I, uh, I don’t know that that’s really, uh, an appropriate question, I mean the man is not here to defend what’s going on. I don’t know anything about less than reputable characters in town. I know Dale’s business may have been suffering some problems, umm, a lot of web design businesses are right now. Umm, as far as I know, I have heard no indications or any proof of him being involved in anything illegal or below the table.

(Pendragon) May I modify my question a little bit then?

(Willingham) Sure.

(Pendragon) Umm, I was just asking ‘cause I was interested in possibly, uh, investing with Dale. I was basically asking about his other investors, does he have any right now or?

(Willingham) I don’t believe so, but I’m not privy to those details. I believe it’s a solitary proprietorship at the moment, but I’m not positive of that. 

(Dobbs) Yeah, I would further talk to the, uh, at Synthasia, his other, uh, business partners that you may know of to, uh, see if maybe they have some information for you. We really couldn’t answer those questions here.

(Pendragon) No problem, thank you very much.

(Willingham) OK, thank you.

(Willingham) And now we’ll move on to, uh, Colonel Fitz, please.

(Fitz) Umm, yes, umm…on February 15th, it came to my attention that, uh, one of my soldier specialists, Potter, umm, was a possible witness to the accident, umm, and it was found that he is currently AWOL. Umm, if he was a witness to the accident is it possible that, uh, any or all authorities, including local, would be holding him against his will?

(Dobbs) Well, you know any of that would be very much news to me. Yeah, I think personally it’s highly improbable. Uh, I know a lot of the offices that were looking into the matter. I don’t think that, uh, that any of the, uh, legal authorities that are looking into this matter would be, uh, holding anybody against their will. That’s just not how we work here, but, uh, I know a few people were interviewed on the scene and they claim to be eye witnesses as I was saying before, but every single one of them have been, we haven’t been able to, uh, locate any of them for follow up and, uh, as far as the police were concerned, they were unclear whether these people were giving false names, or, um, if they were just having trouble finding them. That I’m not privy to, so, uh, I don’t have any of the names, or any, uh, acknowledgement of this, um, of this soldier of yours. Uh, I have no knowledge of that.

(Fitz) OK, yes, ‘cause it was just odd ‘cause he had called his wife to say that he was on the scene, umm, awaiting for emergency personnel to arrive. And, um, since then, you know, he has gone AWOL. He’s disappeared and through interviewing his family and friends and other soldiers on the base, uh, we have not been able to find out where he could be. Umm, and if it is learned that he is being held against his will, it would cause very, uh, severe strain on the relationship between the military family and the community.

(Willingham) Well, first of all, this is Attorney Willingham and I’m sorry to interrupt you. Umm, I don’t believe first of all, nobody in Aglaura could possibly be holding a service man against his will, I don’t know how that would even be possible. We’re not equipped to do that and it would, I find that rather humorous actually. Uh, and second of all, like the Mayor did say, we did have reports that there were eye witnesses at the scene who we’ve been able, unable to follow up with. The authorities have not been able to locate any of them. So what you’re saying does seem to fit in, but I would doubt that it would be any responsibility of any local authorities of any way.

(Fitz) OK, and at this time we would like to offer our assistance in furthering of the investigation, umm, so we can find out what happened to our soldier.

(Willingham) We appreciate that.

(Dobbs) If we come up with any further news on that particular situation, we’ll email you, OK?

(Fitz) Great, thank you.

(Dobbs) No problem.

(Fitz) I appreciate that and I will email you guys also if we come up with anything.

(Dobbs) Thank you very much.

(Fitz) mmhmmm.

(Willingham) The next questioner would be, uh, Miss Ella Mentry.

(Mentry) Uh, yes, I’m not sure if you’re aware, but there have been reports that Dale has contacted several people and is describing what could possibly be, umm, a cult, uh, practices, or perhaps, umm, spirit manifestations, and as I said in my application, we are investigating parapsychology events and I was wondering…Have you had any other residents in the past who’ve had similar, um, experiences, like extreme changes in their personal circumstances, that they’ve either not remembered, umm, how it happened or have been unable to explain how they had these changes in fortune?

(Dobbs) Hmm, well you know what I can tell ya, the only strange or unusual things that have been happening around here in our nice quiet little town is the flood of emails and phone calls that I’ve been getting from all of the press lately over Dale Sprague. I didn’t think this would be more than just a, you know, an issue between him and his family and his friends. Uh, we’re a small intimate community here and we know how to take care of our own. If I knew of anything in particular, umm, I’d gladly tell you, but, uh, things like that don’t really happen around here. Umm, as far as it being stranger than usual times, well, I’ve just been harried to no end lately with questions and things, so, uh, other than that, I really have nothing to report. Uh, Doug, do you have anything you can share with them?

(Willingham) Uh, no, the only thing I would say as far as people not remembering things, aside from the, uh, occasional town drunk, I don’t know who else that would apply to around here, so, OK.

(Mentry) OK, thank you.

(Willingham) OK, we’ll move on to Mr. Shawn Leonard, please.

(Leonard) OK, um, you have said many times that there were no confirmed eye witnesses at the scene, but thankfully and miraculously, Dale has survived the event. Has he been able to provide any concrete facts about the events of this date to yourselves or the police?

(Dobbs) Well, I couldn’t answer that on behalf of the police, uh, I have not personally met with Dale since he has been recovering and, uh, so I don’t have any news on that. Doug, do you have any news on that?

(Willingham) As far as I know the police have interviewed Dale, it would make sense that they have. We have not received the official copy of their report yet. Umm, from the indications from my sources withinside the New Jersey state police they’re having just, they’re having trouble justifying the events that Dale describes with the actual accident, but we believe it’s just a matter of the trauma and the stress that was involved in the accident itself, and in consequently losing your family from it.

(Leonard) OK

(Willingham) OK?

(Leonard) Will the police report be available?

(Willingham) Yes it will as soon as we receive it we will distribute it to the members of the press who have asked for it.

(Dobbs) Yeah, once it’s an official report. We’re not here to spread rumors. 

(Willingham) Yeah, we need to get it from the New Jersey state police personnel.

(Leonard) OK, thanks.

(Willingham) OK, umm, next question is Sally Cook Thomas.

(Cook) OK, umm, your honor. Uh, we’d like to ask, umm, to see the police report regarding the graffiti on the Aglaura Library wall or to hear from you any details about what is known about this incident.

(Dobbs) Well, I’m glad the press is taking an interest in our library, you know, we have not found the vandals yet, but we promise that we will in the near future. I have gotten everybody that I have in town trying to help figure out what happened with the library. Uh, the vandals have left other markings around our, around the area, and so we believe that it’s just a matter of time before we catch these kids or whoever’s playing these pranks. Umm, as far as what the graffiti was, that I couldn’t tell you, I don’t know what that symbol or may represent. Just we’ve had other incidents in town and we feel that we’re getting close to finding who it was. 

(??) Other incidents?

(Dobbs) Umm, you know, other graffiti of the same sort.

(??) The same sort?

(Dobbs) Yeah, uh.

(??) I’ve been, uh, kind of following things. I didn’t see any of it posted. 

(Willingham) Uh, it’s been fairly recent and we’ve decided not to publicize it ‘cause that may be what the vandals are seeking is publicity over the whole incident. 

(Dobbs) Yeah, I hate to say it, but, umm, we’ve found other instances soon after we posted about the library and so we were thinking maybe that was encouraging them so we’re trying not to, uh, advertise it. And if you go around town, some of it we’ve cleaned, some of it we haven’t. 

(???) Is there any way that that will be made available to any of us?

(Willingham) Umm, we’ll consider that, OK?

(Dobbs) If it is deemed of importance, possibly.

(???) OK.

(Willingham) OK, and now we move on to the seventh question from, uh, Miss Donna Edwards.

(Edwards) Hello, yes. This is Donna Edwards, from New Jersey News Talk Radio AM 1210. I would like to get a comment from either the Mayor or you, Mr. Willingham, as to the exact relationship between the Aglaura Borough Council and the Sons of Don construction company, owned and operated by Don Marzano, currently under investigation for alleged ties to organized crime? *throat clearing and coughs throughout*

(Dobbs) I don’t, I don’t understand, what relationship are you talking about? Uh, we had contractors for the new library but, uh…

(Willingham) Uh, I don’t think that that question is totally relevant to our purpose here today. Umm….

(Edwards) So are you denying the fact that it was the two of you that brought the Sons of Don construction into the bidding process for the library? And there have been allegations of improprieties.

(Dobbs) Improprieties well, umm, you know there are well known reliable sons. Besides * (Willingham talks over Dobbs here) OK, that’s it. That’s it.* they made us an offer, a bid, but, but, umm…

(Edwards) What are you trying to hide?

(Dobbs) You, Doug! Doug!

Conference Ends

