As I said, there are a few tricks about Priceline.  First, anything you get through them is absolutely final – no refunds, no exchanges, no cancellations, no changing dates (unless you want to buy their cancellation policy, which I’m not really familiar with).
Next, keep in mind that once you exhaust your request, Priceline will not let you submit the same request (= same dates, area, and star level) for 72 hours.  Since there is still a half a year left, all you need to do is keep submitting your request every three days, and you’re as good as guaranteed to get the hotel you want, in the area you want, for the price you want – provided you’re willing to put some time and effort into this.

Finally, remember the way Priceline operates: you give them your credit card, and a permission to buy your hotel room before you see what the hotel will be.  Therefore, do not use their service if you are looking to score a cheap rate specifically at The Plaza, for example – as there is no guarantee that that will be the hotel that ends up accepting your offer. 

Ok, let’s now go to www.priceline.com, and submit your dates and city.  The next page you will be taken to will offer choices of areas to stay in Manhattan.  Start by checking off just one area: you will need to have as many unused areas as possible for your request modifications (it is almost certain that you will not be given the hotel where you want for the price you want on the first try).  
I would recommend checking the areas off in the following order:

· Midtown East

· Upper Midtown

· Midtown West

· Midtown South

· Upper East Side

· Downtown - SoHo - Financial District   
· Upper West Side

There are a few reasons for this: likelihood/quantity of 5-star hotels in that neighborhood; proximity to where you want to be (you want to be sort of in the center, where you are able to walk to lots of places of interest, and nothing is “too far” away).  But the main reason is that Priceline will not allow you to increase your offer price without changing a part of your initial request (either the area, or hotel rating – which means that you cannot “change” your request by only changing the price) – so by adding areas that are less likely to have 5-star hotels, you are essentially able to increase your price without actually ending up stuck on the upper west side.  
Now that you have “Midtown East” selected as your area, go to the next page.  Select “5-star luxury” as quality level.  I strongly recommend not checking anything below 4 stars, ever, for two reasons: it is absolutely possible to get a 4/5-star hotel for around $60-$65, especially when you have whole 6 months to try; Priceline’s ratings are funky – what they call “3-star upscale” may end up being way below your expectations.  I suggest that you first look for 5-star hotels only – the reason is that once you check “4-star deluxe”, you will not be able to change your request back to 5-star hotels only.  Once you have made sure that all the areas you want (the first four, in our case – Midtown) are unavailable, you can add 4-star hotels without having to increase your offer price or adding any other areas.
Start off somewhere reasonable – there is pretty much no chance in hell that you will be able to get a room for 20 bucks in anything other than a hostel in Manhattan.  So, let’s offer a price of $50.  Priceline will tell you that your price is way too low, but pay no attention to them : )
If you don’t already have an account with them, Priceline will ask you to create one (see paragraph one).  What will happen next is, if you are incredibly lucky, your offer will be accepted.  Most likely, however, Priceline will tell you that you have to try again.

You will be taken back to the page with choices for different areas to stay in.  Here is where you have to start using your judgment.  You can keep adding areas without increasing your price, and hope for the better.  Again, given that you still have a half a year to get your room, this is not such a bad strategy.
An alternative is to start increasing your price (I think the increments can be as low as $1 – and you might luck out on getting a room for $51 whereas your $50 offer just got rejected) as you modify your requests (you don’t have to do this with each request modification, though) – I would recommend doing this as it gets closer to July, or any time you begin running out of patience.  I would not recommend going above $75, and, if I were doing this for myself, I would stay below $65 (but I have patience for this kind of thing).  

Once your offer is accepted (they will send you an e-mail), do not forget to call your hotel and confirm your reservations (Priceline will not do it for you).  Priceline also will not put any effort into ensuring that your room is smoking, has double beds, or any other additional accommodations you need – you need to do this yourself, directly through the hotel.
