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Things to Do and See – Part 2


In Krakow
If you go on to Poland you’ll pass through the foothills of the Tatra Mountains and wind up in Krakow. The castle and Cathedral on Wawel Hill are must-sees in Krakow, as is the are known as the Old Town which is the home of the Cloth Hall and the famous Mariacki Church. Don’t forget the Wieliczka salt mine; it too is a must! Also worth visiting:

· Wawel Royal Castle is home to three dynasties of Poland's monarchs. Its stately halls and exquisite chambers are filled with priceless art and rare ancient objects.

· The Skalka Sanctuary is Poland’s second holiest shrine and is located at the site of St. Stanislav’s martyrdom in 1079. 

In Auschwitz 
It’s not too far to the Concentration Camp at Auschwitz. This area needs no description or tour guide. Experience it. 

· The haunting Pawiak Museum, which once served as an infamously cruel prison under the reign of the Nazis.

· Wilanow is a charming palace on a very grand scale, which was originally modeled on Versailles.
[image: image1.png]



In Poznan
Before leaving Poland go to Poznan and see its charming City Hall and Gothic churches. The churches in Poznan are marvelous examples of traditional architecture from this region of Europe. Also worth visiting:

· Ostrow Tumski is the old stronghold of the kings of the Piast dynasty. It is located on an island at the confluence of two rivers - the Warta and the Cybina.

· The Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul was the first cathedral in Poland (erected in 968), and is an impressive Romanesque building with Gothic elements. The church contains tombs of the Piast dynasty - Duke Mieszko - the first baptized ruler of Poland and his son Boleslaw the Brave, one of the mightiest rulers of early Middle Age – are both buried there.
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In Berlin 
Berlin is home to the Checkpoint Charlie Museum, a place you’ll probably want to see. Nearby is the Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag Building, Unter den Linden Boulevard, and the German State Opera House. Also worth visiting:

· The Marstall is a grey building that once housed 300 coaches and horses and is now the city library in downtown Berlin.

· The Marx-Engels-Forum has more than lifesize statues of these two ‘fathers’ of communism as well as other mementos from their lives.
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In Dresden 
Take a drive through the Spreewald forest to the town nicknamed 'Florence on the Elbe', beautiful and historic Dresden. There is much to see in this fine old town, including the Saxon Wall, the famous Semper Opera, and an amazing 18th century Cathedral. There is some wonderful shopping to be done in Dresden and exquisite scenery that almost demands a walking countryside tour. Also worth visiting:

· The Frauenkirche (Church of our Holy Mother) is a landmark of Dresden. It was built between 1726 and 1743 in baroque style.

· The Semper Opera in the old town area of Dresden certainly counts as one of the prettiest opera facilities in the world.


