Arent Swenson 
1858 – 1944
Arent Swenson was born Arentte Svenson in Oslo, Norway on February 16, 1858. When his family migrated to America in New York harbor’s Ellis Island in May of 1893, The family’s name was changed to an easy to understand Swenson. Arentte’s first name was also changed to an easier-to-spell Arent. At 32 years old, he was just so happy to be in America that they didn’t complain about the changes to a more Americanized ideal.
Arent tried his hand at accounting in New York City but the family soon tired of the poor wages and wondered were the American dream could be found. Many Norwegian workers heard of the need for paper workers in the midwestern United States. 
Arent packed up his belongings and with pregnant wife Olga and daughter Ingrad, took a train to a small village in Wisconsin named Appleton. Arent and family lived in the Fox Cities area for many years. 
Ingrad made Olga and Arent proud by serving their new country as a nurse for World War I soldiers at an Army hospital. Unfortunately, their only daughter was killed in Austria during an air raid.
Arent and Olga’s son David went to the University of Wisconsin to study medicine and became a doctor and lived out his years with his wife, Ann, in Milwaukee with their children, Steven, Suzanne, and Cindy Swenson.

Olga died in 1938 at the age of 81, leaving him lonely and old. One year later, Arent became a great grandfather when his granddaughter Suzanne gave birth to a baby boy, Christian. Arent was sent to an Appleton nursing home after a stroke at the age of 82. and his son David and family severed ties with him unable to deal with his senility.
He died 4 years later in 1944, alone and broke but happy with the life he lived. He was buried in a solitary gravestone in this cemetery by workers at the home who grew close to such a gentle man.
His gravestone simply read, “Great Grandfather Arent Swenson”

The drawing left here represents Arent Swenson at the age of 45 when he changed his life by moving to Appleton, Wisconsin and finding the American Dream…

Happiness.

