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SILBURN-GRIGGS 

Historical Soceity 
***** WE ARE RAZING MONEY TO MAKE THE MINE A MUSEUM COME AND HELP!!!!********
ABOUT THE MINES
Joshua Silburn and Esme Griggs opened their copper mine in 151AC, having bought the exploration rites for 27,000 lecks - that's a lot of money in those days! 

At it's peek, the mine had 400 workers and produced fifty tons of copper per week 

The miners created their own set of rules and customs underground. Some of these were to help keep them safe, but some were to prevent intruders from plundering the precious or. 

The mine stayed open for more than 70 yrs, until poor yields meant it's closure on Solstice Day 223AC. By this time Silburn and Griggs had both handed over management off the mine to their sons Gilbert & Happenstance.

CAMPAIGNThe Silburn-Griggs historical Society aims to raise enough money to perserve the mine and open it as a tourist attraction. It is an historically importnat sight and future generations should have the chance to learn from the minor's ingenuity and skill. 

The mine is in a state of disrepair and significant funds will be needed to clear rockfalls and bring it up to scratch for public safety. 

We will be holding a special Bring'n bake Evening at the Wooster Civic Centre on the 2'nd December 267. there will also be traditional dancing and an exibit of authentic mining tools. Come along and give generously!!

TRADITIONS
The Siburn-Griggs mine is historically important because it is full of fascinating historical interest. The miners devised clever ways of navigating in the dark such as acoustic signal systems and made use of the mines unique magnetic fields. Secret codes voice activated switchs and ideosyncratic m,achines were used as the miners developed thier own language and ways of working.

The mines were a dangerous place to work and many people lost their life in it's dark passages from it's many hazards. 

However the lessons they learned and the skills they developed can teach us a lot about bravrey and mechanical enginuity. It should be reopened to the public for the historic benefit of all.

MINING LIFE
Life was hard for a mine worker. They would get up at dawn each day, seeing a few moments of sunlight before going to the mine. Then they would then head down the lift to the lower levels, singning as they went to raise their spirits./ 

If they were working a double shift, they might not even leave the mine at all, staying in the living quarters for whole days on end. They would cook on small stoves, and more than once miners died from fire or explosions. Their diet would be made of pasties and bread withno fruit, leading to many miners suffering from diseases likje cave damp and pick handle blindness.

Different workers would work in different jobs around the mine. SOme would work with simple tools, hacking at the face by hand. While others would operate large blasting equipment with water jets. Others worked far off in the control room, monitoring the maze of shafts and passages electrically from afar. These were the best paid workers often old miners who had worked for many years and perhaps been disabled in accidents perhaps.

Each shift lasted 12 hours, meaning that the miners often did not see daylight again at night. They would sleep in small shacks or large makeshift barracks before heading back to work the next day again and again 

DANGERS
Historic records have shown that there were many hazards facing miners everyday. This traditional song shows us a few of the terrable dangers:

O Marchmont Smith met an awful fate
In the mines
In the mines
He felt the rocks cave in his pate
In the mines
O, in the mines.

O Carrie Gaits did take her leave
In the mines 
In the mines
She wore dark green and could not breathe
In the mines
O, in the mines.

O Clem Devine lies 'neath the rock
In the mines 
In the mines
He dressed in red and got a shock
In the mines 
O in the mines.

O Bertie Gangue died dressed in blue
In the mines 
In the mines
The gas turned him a similar hue
In the mines 
O in the mines.

O John of Harve was burned by heat
In the mines 
In the mines
He wore light boots and lost his feet
In the mines
O, in the mines.

O I'll be next to fill a grave
In the mines
In the mines
If I don't learn how to behave
In the mines
O, in the mines.
In the mines
O, in the mines.
We can only imagine what other threats there were to miners lifes. But we should certainly be glad that we don't have to live like that today!!!

COLLECTION

Our Society has collected a number of authentic pieces of kit the old mine, as used by genuine historic workers. This include drawings, chisels, maps, hazard suits(to protect against gas, chemical leeks, fire, flood, radiation, electricution, and rocks), ferrogramatographs, piping journals and even cooking utensles from the underground living quarters.

These items would be used to furnish a future museum or tourist attraction. Much of it is in need of reparation. As one of our fund raising tasks, we would like to raise money to restore these peaces to their orginal condition. 

