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FIRST NOTEBOOK

The Descent
into Hell

The Assizes

It was a knockout blow—a punch so overwhelming that I didn’t
get back on my feet for fourteen years. And to deliver a blow like that,
they went to a lot of trouble.

It was the twenty-sixth of October, 1931. At eight o’clock in the
morning they let me out of the cell I'd been occupying in the Con-
ciergerie for a year. I was freshly shaved and carefully dressed. My
suit was from a good tailor and gave me an air of elegance. A white
shirt and pale-blue bow tie added the final touches.

I was twenty-five but looked twenty. The police were a little awed
by my gentlemanly appearance and treated me with courtesy. They
had even taken off my handcuffs. All six of us, the five policemen and
I, were seated on two benches in a bare anteroom of the Palais de
Justice de la Seine in Paris. The doors facing us led to the courtroom.
Outside the weather was gray.

I was about to be tried for murder. My lawyer, Raymond Hubert,
came over to greet me. “They have no real proof,” he said. “I'm con-
fident we'll be acquitted.” I smiled at that we. He wasn’t the de-
fendant. I was. And if anybody went to jail, it wouldn’t be him.
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